CHAPTER ONE
Leon'Trotsky N o s :%%-

[

o YU m BANKRUPT, YOU HAVE PLAYED OUT YOUR RGI.. 2. GO WHERE YOU BZLOW:
o m DUBT—HEJ.P OF HISTORY." . .

e AL Trotsky to fartov, when the Bolsheviks seized
_ﬁcmp¢et&wpqwer att the uongress of the &OV1ets, Cetober 25 1917/

5011 president of the Congress of the Soviets, and .
éﬁfa' inly ko Lenin in the Bolshevik faction, uttered these words, he
” {¥%$E§H_ of the nost powerful men in the world. He golyd exabllea the
 fE§§zmar‘€uliu3 Cedarbaum of Odesss, Enw-ﬁnown as Martsgﬁ’lefder of the -
t ﬁenshavik ng of the n0v1ets, end took absolute power. The slogan,
“All power to the bovlets" which had brought them victory, uow became,_ 
'"All power to the Bolsheviks."” Yet Tbutsxy Btewﬁéig let the sbsolute
power slip from his hands until hi ﬁ%lemenceau" speech ended z
‘his pﬁigggg;:in the Soviet government. _ : .

Leon Trotsky, bor1 Lev Bronstein, was the son of a profvineial entra-ﬁ

Bronstein,
preneur who enjoyed a comfortable income. Ybuno LAFERKY » o5 2 studcnt,

worked himself up inta a fine ideologieczl frenzy over the #d# rites of
-Marxism.léﬁe of those whirling dervishes which are set in motion by

new ideas, andahe became a prominent writer in the movement, lpevitably,
he went abroad to visigjaggﬂfggaér'of the psrty, bLemin. When he arrived
at the Lenin flat in London, Madame Lenin ezlled out to her husband,
"The Pero (the pen}.hps arrived."

A

The Lenins were a sensitlve, 1nteilectual couplu such as oune might.
meet at any avant- gurde eocktazl party in Parls or New York. They found
 young Sronstein to their liklng, although he =nd Lenin were not always in

‘  sgrectiont. Airthe'time_of the Revolution of 1905, ﬁﬁﬁgﬁa-they were both in
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St.Petersburg, but neither of tnem was yet an accompllshed revomutloaary
in' fact. The Czarist government was already beyond saving, ns Zzra Pound

later observed, "The officials fled at the onslaught of the revolution,

- but the Commuuists did not know enough to set up shop in the offices,

After a few days, the Czarists moved back "into their offices, and begn to

issue orders. The revolution was over, "

1, order to facilitate his escape, Bronstein took the name of =

guard, Trotsky. Sta2lin hed already criticized him in several articles, >

: habit of deshing
FREFLAAAIBYA~0ccause of Trotsky's KLIFdhdpAF A=Y # A 10 and out of the

Party at will, whenever anything pleased-oé displeased him. It was of this
tendency that Stalin wrote in 1905, _ _

"Up till now our Party has resembled a hospitable patfiarchul family,
ready to take in all who sympathize. Sut now that our Party hes become &
centrallzed organization, it has thrown off its patriarchal saspect end has
become in all respects like a fortress, the gates of which are opened
only to those who sre worthy, " p. 69. v I Colectd works of Stalin.

in hny 1907, after returning “from a Congress of the Perty at Louaon,

Stelin reported on the event to the Georgian members. He described Trotsky,

who had zlso attenddd the bongress,
i as "beautifully uselegs."
an undesirable
In 1914, Trotsky was deported from Germany o8 AANAALLLIUS 21ien. He

made his way to New Ybfk,-###;Eggﬂﬁé‘dd#‘where his mentor, Karltmarx, had

found a source of income for som- years. Charlss Dana, publisher of the

New York Tribune, and Horace Breeley;'the editor, had hired Marx to write
articles for them in 1851. The first year, he sold sixty articles at $5
each and continued to.write for them during the nsxt decade. “OWGVer,

no uew York editor cared to print Trotsky's articles, and he nearly starved.
He finally returned to Russia on March 24, 1917 with some of his followers}-

Lenin had retired to SwitZerland;fMAbnaaqambn@ah/bfﬁtﬁg“war. Max Lerner

writes of this period, "Arfer the outbresk of war, his pacc incrcased,. Cut;f
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Sueh a stacaﬂent gave carte bla ﬂc;eft@'the guti-Semites. "

Now that the issues hqd been placed befors the Party in oublie debdte,

~Stalin began a series of moves to oust Trot35¥ from his positions. In Zoril

eople's Comnmissar for War,
1925 Trotsky was ousted from his position as Qdﬁdféédffﬁﬁ/dffﬁéf, emé in

Mey he was made chairman of the concessions committee, hecd of the slectro-

tehchniqg& board, =nd chairmen of hhe scientific-techniecal bOJrﬁ of industry.

?1n his eutoblobraphr that his appointment to these DOSts was
intended to isolate him from the Party and to submerze him in routine =2d-
ministrative work. There had been complaints that he did nothing, but he
2ttributes his incapacity to his illness, which, as Daniels suggests,.may
have been 2 nsychosomatie one,

In 1926 Trotsky end Kemenev were expelled from the Politburo. They were
now firmly established as the Upposition bloe, = group which soon became
identified as the &nti-Party bloe, or, more siaply, the opponents of the
Stelin khenaéite, the ruler of the horde. On Dec. 13 1926, Stalin said to the
Seventh enarged plenum of the Exacutive Committee of the Conintern,

' "The opposition bloe is the embryo of & new party, undermining the
unity of our Party. The task is ﬁo smash this bloe znd liquidats 6.0
Stulln spoke of Trotsky's "guerills mentality," his "hetman mentality, "
saying, “There will no longer be & perty: instesd, there will be the per-
sonsl opinion of ezch hetmen, Thet is whot Trotsky refuses to understeng.™
- Gosded by these attekks, Trotsky plafed into the hends of his ehemy.
4s Sayers and Kehn point out, "With the threat of wer henging over Russis in

'the sunmer of 1927, Trotsky renewed his cttack on the Soviet Government,

£nd opublicly dedklared: 'We must restbre_the tactics of Clemence=u, who,

- &8s 1is well-known, rose-against the French Goverament et a time when the

Germans were eighty kilometres from Peris.' Stalin denounced Tropsky's

stetement as treasonsble.

Trotsky's remark here w=s an academic one, but it gave the effect
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of an actual-c§nspiracy, and cost him much of his sup§ort. s 8talin said_
zén Aug. l; 1927, of the Trotsky-Zinoviev opposition, :

"Mey knoeck on one door and open another. " _

J/Stelin's speech %o the joint sessio:n of the Presesidium Exzcutive
Comaittes 2nd the Control Commissior of the Comintern on Sept. 27, 1927
did much to-finish off his opponent., Stalin s=id,

"ihy did not Trotsky succeed in seizingpower in the Party? How can
this be explained? Did Trotsky not have the will and the wish to ldrder-
ship? is he a lesser spesker than the present leaders of our Party? Would
it not be more eorrect to soy that as = spesker Trotsky stands hisher than
meny present leaders ofogiélParty? How cen one then explain that Trotsky,
despite his orstorical skill; despite his will td leedersh;p, despite his
2bility, wes eliminated from the le=d rship of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union? Trotsky {a Aian0aba to. axplats Whis by the faot that our
Party, in his opinion, consists of VOUlnb sheep blindly following Lfter
their Gentral Committee., But only veople who despise the Party and regard
it as rabble c=n talk this way about it.....This is the view of a shabby
party eristocrat about the Party.

On Dec. 7,1927{ Stelin continued his sttack before the Fifﬁeenth
Perty Congress, ssying,

"Spéﬂkigg of themselves as 'signallers?, £he oppositionists pretend
thereby'to the lecdership of the Party, of the working-class of the coﬁntry.
The éuestion is, on,what-basis? ﬁave the oppositionists proved in action
that they are capabla of lea iag anything in general, not even snewking
of the les dershlp of the Party, the class, the country? Is it not a fact

that the opposit on, hesded by such persons =s Trotsky, Zinovicv, Ksmenev,

hed elready led its group for two yeérs and/.....led it to definitive eol-
l;pse” Is it not a fact that the ocposition led its groua during thbse two
yetrs from defent to defeat? Doss %Y this not Show than the lezders of the

opposition have turncd out to be incowpetent , {d/dALYY /44T /44 that their
=, \ % ¥ 4 : ]
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leade~ship turned out'to be lead-rship towerds defeat and nov towards

victory? If the le=dxrs of the opposition turned out to be incompetent in

small things, what ground is there o believe that they would be competent
in_big things? Ig it not clesr that people who have suffered bankruptcy
in the lesdcrship of a smell group cennot be entrustsd with the lecdership
of matters I/ es big as the Party, the working-class, the country?"

Thus only a decade after Trotsky stood at the pinmscle of absolute
pbwer, he stood before those whom he had led =nd heard himself demounced
as =n incompetent leader. There are few instances of any despot losing power

failing to

in such a manner, or/forfeitidg his life &s the penalty for his incompetence.
That he was incompetent, no one in the Party Congress could fail to deny,
for the situation itself Fé### exposed his incompetencs like a fatal disease
whose ravages could no longer be concecled. He, not Stalin, hﬁd been the
dictator of all the Russias: he, not Stalin, had founded the Red #rmy, the
éomintern, the secret police. Power is a form of cnergy, and it follows the

1ows of energy. fower seecks the iine of least resistence. It does not flow

uphill. The power did not flow uphill from Trotsky to Stalin. It flowed

down to Stalin, who was willing to receive it.
Stripped of Lis power, Trotsky wes exiled by the Khanate to the don-

golian steppes, the town of Alme Ata, an area beloved by Spengler as the

birthglacé of world conguercors. Now began the final chaptsr of his history.

He left power with his family, 2 retinue of servants, and considerable in-
fluencée in meny perts of the world. It wes this influence which was %o be
his downfall, and the instrument was the Cheka, which he had founded.

Wolin =nd Slusser, in their definitive work on the Soviet Secret
Police, mention that "A task of major iﬂportanée assumed by the Chedka
during the Civil War wes the detection and frustration of anti-Soviet
plots. During this period the Cheka initisted a practice which later become

chere cteristlc, the fabrloatlon or inflation of plots by provocation. i
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If Trotsky we®s not plotting against the Stalinist khencte after his
loss of power, why not? And why were not his supporters, not only in the
Soviet_Union, but the ideologiesl ragtails of the "permanent revolution”
which hed nested in the great urbsn centers of the worled, =lso plotting
against the Stalniét khanate? This may well have been the thinking of the
state police #Pd¥ epvarat. BIASA/FAL Walin end Slusser also point out that

"It was Stalin who made the most effective use of the seeret police.
Even before Lenin's desth in 1924 he had achieved 2 unigue position in the
Party, stronger tﬁan that of any of his actual or potentizl rivals. He wes
2 member of the Orgburo and ?olitburo; &8 well as Gonersl Secret:ry:of bhe
Pérty, in which capacity he_wiélded plenrry powers over the &dﬁiSSiDﬂ,
ousting, trensfer and promotion of Perty members. As & member of the Po-
litburo he sat on the collegium of the Cheka before 1922, At least uatil

Mey of 1922 he served as Commisser of Workers' and Pasants' Iﬁgpectien,

'z position which gave him the right to send his :ep:asentatives into any

end all of the agenciss of the Soviet goervament.....The role of the secret
police in crushiag opposition in the Party”drn be dated epproximately
to 1923, It wes in'that year that Stalin; ermed with a letter intercepbed
by the GPU, obtained the reluctant =pproval of Kamenev end éinoiev for the
arrest of & Party member (Sultan-Galiev) on charges of zcting against the
Party's nafﬂonality policy -- 2n ominous precedent." : -

Wolin =nd Slusser point out that Stalin end Dzerzhinsky, at that time
head of the Cheka, were 1nlsubstﬁntial_agreement on the nationality #£dd/
policy as well'as on industrialization, =snd that Stali: was also closes to
Genrikh Ysgoda, Dze:zhinsky's chief deputy, who replaced hin after Dzerz-
hinsky died of overwo_rk.f

Trotsky writes of Yagodz, _ |

"Thé chief of the OGPU (YEgcda); = former pharmacist; displeyed ex-

eeptional interest in poisons. He had at his disposal several toxicologists
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for whom he orgenized a speeizl laboratery, providing it with mezns with-
0.t stint and withous control. It is, of course, out of the cuestion that
Yegods might have established such an enetrprise for his own personal needs.

Far from it. In this cese, =s in others, he was discharging his offici=l

functions. %8 & poisoner, he wes merely instrumentum regni; even as old

Locusta 2t Nero's court -- with this difference, that he had far outstripped
his ignorant predecessor in matters of techni-uel”
The state police began to teke a more active interest, not only in

Perty metters within the Soviet Union, but also in the =sctivities of

~ Party members who were sent abmmad on special missions. In the 1mmediate

wake of the Revolution, unfinished business of the Czerist government wes
nandled sbroad by v-orious opportinists cnd adventarists, the flots=m and
jets=m which stays afloat by any possible means during periods of grect
socisl change, the product of the old, trying in vein to =djust to the new.
One of these offieials, who used the psueodonym; M.T.Lersons, was in chsrge
of contracting for silver coinsge at the Royal iMint in london. He recounts
ﬁhe story of Leo Wolin, one of the WExperts“ of the Currency Adaministre-
tion. He was.head'of the Special Section in charge of disposing market-
zble bonds which had been.held by ﬁhe Czarist Treasurer. He disposed of
thege bonds on the Peris Bourse =nd the Berlin Zxchange during 1824 and
1925. T March, 1926 he was arrssted in Moscow and sccused of "having upili-
zed his official position to disorganizé the currency snd stock market to-
gether with severszl other officials in the Comnissaeriast of Finance 2nd pri-
vatertockbrokers; of having been eriminally spaculating on the Zxchnage -
in gold, foreign currensy Qnd State securities. 5

Cn Me$ &, 1926, ?olin, AT, bhepelevsky, and L. Rebinov1tch, 211 of the
Comnissariat of Finance, were sentenced to deuth. The sentence was carried
out the next day, Their zctivitics were classed &s ”wrsc%#ing", thot is,

of endangerinz the slowly emerging Soviet sconomy.



In this eonﬁection, Stalin criticized Rykov in a speedh before'the__,
Plenum of the Central Comuittee snd the Central Cantrol G;mmiSSion April,
1929, & speech which not made publie until 1949, recounting the diffi-
culti8s which the young regime had faced in this regard:

: ®....You know the stooy sbout the export of gold to America., Meny
emong you think , perhaps, that this gold was exported...in eeccord:nce

with a decision.of the Soviet of People's Commissars, or of the Central
with the consent or knowledge of

~ Committee, of/of /the Central Control Comnission, But this is untrue....

The Gentral Committee or the Soviet of People's Commissars.hsve nothinz to
do with this matter. There is a rullng that gold can be exported ¢

with the sanction of the Central Cozir“gl%tee’.w:ﬂjo:v‘eVer, this was violated.

W ho permitted the export of the gold? It appears that the gold was exported
with the permission of cne of Rykov's subsidiesries with Rykov's knowledge
end consent...fnother ex&ﬁple.j/ There were negotiations with one of the

big priveate banks in Americe whose property was nationslized after the
Cctober Revolution, end which asked for compensstion for its losses. It
might eppesr that the negotistions were conducted with the permission of

the Soviet of Pecple'; Commisaers of of the Centrsl Committee. But this is

not true....The Central Comittece and the Soviet of th$ People's Commnissars

- have nothing to do with this metter. When the Central Ggmmittee lecrned

about these negtolations, &t deeid=d to drop them. 3ut here is the cuestion.
Who permitted these negotistions? It appecrs that they were permitted by
one of Hykov's subordiiates, with fykov's knowledge snd consent.m

After Trotsky had been ousted, of course he denounced these who had
superseded hizn as "petty bourzeois”, "betrayers of the revolution" and other
epkthets, a war of neme-eglling which has goune on between the Stalinists
and the Trotskyites to the present day. dMeny of the Trotskyites settled in

g : ’ publishing,

the United States, ana became prominent in education and the trade union

movement, Iin 1940, while working on a biography of Stalin, Trotsky wes mur-
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~dered at Coyosean, = suburb of Mexico City+ The operation was said to have

béen earried out by Beria, hezd of the Russian.seeret police, 2t the orders
of Stalin, ' f {'

: TrOtsky ﬁﬁ#/ﬁiiﬁ/{d/ﬁdﬁé deteriorat?d rapidly after belng removed from

power. He and his wife treveled from country to eountry, issuing & seriag of
polemies against Stalin, who eould not have been much disturbed by them.
After all, he had allowed his political op-onent to depsrt peseably, with
his womlily goods, cnd no one eould esll him & brustal dictetor =fter such

lenieney before the syes of the world. : :

In his Diery, Trotsky records that while staying in Poris in 1935,
he_snent a grest desl of time reading llght f1etion sueh as the detective
stories of Edgar Wallace, and listening to light c¢lessies sueh as ﬁhd&ﬁ
Butterfly and the Wagnerian operss on the rsdio. He had reverted to'type,

& displaced, rootless intellectual with no visible funetion in the modern

world. Once again he was & homeless revolutionary, but this time there was

e R T
——— St TR Rpp—

no revolution to look forwzrd to¥ The rev olution wss over for hinm. He quer-
relled with his landlord, and wrote in his diary,

"There ig no creﬂture more disgusting than a petty bourgeéis engaged
iﬁ primary sceunbiletion. I have never had the qpportunity to observe this
type as closely as I do now."

Victor Serge wrote in xemory of him, "Znd so JA his lest years

were lonely omes. I =i told that he often paeed up and down his study at

‘Coyoacan, talking to himself. (Like Tehernichevsky, the first greet thinker

of the Russiah revolutionary intelligenﬁsia, who, brought baek from Siberia

where he had svent twenty years in exile, 'talked to hlmSElf looklng dt the

'stars,' as the pollce guards wrote in their report."

Bertrsn Wolfe and others heve painted Oat that Trotsky himself was
the greatest violator of the elaborate security precautions which had been

taken to Sufeguard himself agalnst egsessinetion. what had he to live for?

As Neitzsehe says, "One nas regarded llfa carelessly, if one has failed to
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see the hand that --kills with leniency."

The Trotskyites believe that Stalin hed Trotsky killed bscause hé still
feared Trotsky's pen, but this hardly rings true. Stalin lived euong real
perils, sueh &s the German army. The timing of Trotsky's desth suggests that
Stalin may have taken énother factor into account. Trotsky wes still the
nominel leader of & nominsl opoosition to the Bolsheviks, an opposition
which by this time wes almost éompleteiy internstional in chareacter. What
wes to prevent some enemy of the Soviet Union, in the war whieh hed #1-
recdy begun, from sending Trotsky in as a divisive foree to split the Rus- i
siens end wesken their will to resist? Perhaps Stalin remembered the secled
trein which the Germens had provided for Lenin in 1917, so that he could
return to Russis end eerry on the revolution. If the Jspanese had offered
to laﬁd Trotskﬁ in Vlsdivostok et the he=d of an army, would he have refused

Trotsﬁy geid, in his biography of Stalin, "It should not be forgotien -
thet the political mschine of the Bolshevik Party wes predominently made
up of the intelligentsis,.ﬁhich wes petty bourgeois in its Origins'and
conditions of life, and Marxist in its idees and in its reletions with the
proletariat.” . .

In this coinection, Leonard Wolf hes remerked,

"The Marxists sre ouite right in believing in the materialist deter-
mination of history. What mekes them so wrong; so exasperatingly iubecile,
is their fentas+tic delusion that our materisl interests 2lone determine
our historiesl zections. If only they did; whet & much better world we shoulg
live in," ' i

One of the principel factors in the ﬁarxist Revolution wes Sihilism,

e fatalistic beliff that sll ended in nothing. The Nihilists were displeced
intellectuals who hed no re=l conteact with the Russisen soul,'who'were pri-
marily Western in their ettachments. Their resson had been deétroyed by

resson, 8 recson has a habit of doinz. The end product of pure thought,

'_pure rationalisn, is the destruction of‘rationality.
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Thé ratidna}ist, then, the producﬁ df_the-Enlightenment and the 4Age
of Reeson, follows & logiesl path from resson tb irrationality. 4s Ortegs
seys, ' | _
' "There are beginning to rise oz the Europezn horizon groups of men who,
however paradoxical it may seem % us, do not went to be right, to have
resson."

; Stalin had ettacked this group, in 1905, when he mwote, "Echoing their
like-minded ffiends in Western Zyrope (eslled Bernstciniens) they said: 'For
s the movement is everything -- the fln&l eim is nothing,'" .

A recent defector to the Jest hes told of finding this type, which he
identifies ‘as a Karamazov type, in the highest-echelons of ﬁHd/¢¢¢%¢Af£ﬂ/
PA¥LY Soviet burecucacy; officiels who issue mﬁelngless ord%rs who delib-
erately insert non sequiturs 1nto important conferences, end who perversely
meke stetements which they do not.mean, which, indeed, have no meaning.

This type is well-known in the modern State. It hes erisen, apparently,
not only a8 a by-product or the #ge of Reeson, but also. bmcause of the grePt'
concentrations of power tod&y. _

The very powerful like the murmur of familiar‘voices, seying things
whieh are not disturbing, no matter hoﬁ meaingless. I remember on several
‘ocaasions, while in ths entourage of the richést ﬁan in the world;.making'
meaningless or ridiculous statements, edveneing absurd propositioans, which
were étated in an affable, sincere tone, and hearing them met with & eecln
helf-gmile, a “Perhaps." The very powerf;l do not reclly listen, hence the
Kéramzzovs ere found today in the halls of the mighty, murnuring their in-
sane 1ittle pl=titudes, and, on occﬂsion, beving their suggestions accepted'.

An attorney once told me that the only people who reelly disturbed him,
in legal ceses, were those witnesses who =ppesred to be COu?llcljgly sene.

The Karamazov type may be identified, by those who have the oye for it,

- by an almost iupereeptible nelghtenlng of intﬁnsity as they go through the



ritusal of ﬁéing “convincingl} sane.ﬁ :

, Trotsky.was not a Ka*amaﬁov type. Peﬁhaps that :ualitf might have seved
_him, He wes another type produceq by the fge of Reﬁson, the type whieh defie
reslity, defies it with their last bresth, the intellectual to whom thSical
life has become = myth,'biology é folk tale, and éﬁcial cusﬁoms mere aberr;
&tiof;s which must be cured, if necessrsj_by force.,

Lenin seid esrly in the game, "It has been pointed out that AAYT¥S
usually splits have beeh headed by i-tellectuals....l should be Very muell

n sympathy with the ides that our eammittées should contain eight workers
 to every two intellectuals.” : : |

_ The rise and fall of the Trotsky tyoe of_inxelléctual wes predieted
%y a num/ber of thinkers. Ortege s=id, "In 19&7 there began = generation,
£ type of life which, in all its essentials, would have come to &n end in
1932." ‘

In this connection, Crtega mnntiéns that both bolshevism and faseism
becane pclitical'forces to be reckoned with iﬁ 1917. The role of Trotsky
wes ended by 1932 ‘end the role of Mussolini es a world power faded rapidly

frou that/ddddh¥/ yeor.
‘ The Trotsky-type intellectuai wes and is (those whp have survived)
distinguished by grect arrogénce, es deseribed in & moving self-revelation
by Frenz Werrel, _

"I have expariencﬂd many verieties of arroganne, in myself gnd in
others. But since I shered these varietles for a time in my youth, I must
confess from personal experience that there is no more consumina, more
sneering, more diaboliéal arrogenee %han,that of the artistic sdvence
guard end radiesl inteilectuals who sre bursting with & vain mania to
be deep cnd derk and subtle and to inflict pain. “mid the amused end indig-
n-nt léﬁéhter of = few_Philist&nes; we wers the insiginifieant stokers

who prehezted the hell in which manking is now roasting.™
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Ir he had been appraiéed of it, at the height'of'ﬁis personal poﬁer,

Trotsky could have read his own doom in & bdok which wes published in London

in 1921, Aimee D.stoewski, daughter of the grest novelist, wrote, in =

study of her father's work,

"Far from being an anarchist, the Russian moujik is on the way to
econstruet a huge Oriental Empire. He is fraternising with the'ﬁongoliéns
and establishing friendly rolations with India, Persia and Turkey. He

keeps Bolshevisnm like a searccrow for sparrOWS, in order to keep off old

Surope, cnd prevent her from meddling in Russien affeirs, end hampering the

congtruction of the nationel edifice. On the day when it is cempleted, the
Russien moujik will destroy the scerecrow, who will have served its turn,
end astonishea Europe will see rlslng before her a new Russisn Zmpire,
mightier ang more aOlid than the old. Your moujiks eres good architects,
and like wise men, which they have always oeen, they heve no idea of in~
viting the intellec uals to be their architects. They have realized thet
these sick men_could destroy the finest eivilizstion in the world, but that
they are quiﬁe ineepable of construeting anything in its place.M

When the Tnots&y’intelleetuals came time to leave, when their role
had been played out, they could not be ex ected tobe asked to depart in .

terns less rude than those whaéech Trotsky himself hed used to =n older and

~even less useful type of revclutiogary in 1917, the ngtov llensheviks.

The Soviet seeret police had become an efficient factory in whieh varicus
needs can be produccd for the State. The process of getting rid of the
intelleetu&ls' hed to begin in an area which the i:itellectusls themselves
controlled, that is, com.u.icutions, partlculﬂrly words. Thucydides hss
described & similar process in the ancient world,

"Words had to change their W¢//Aif¢ ordinary mesnins and to take chat
whieh wes now given them. Reckless audaeity eame to be co&sidered the |

tourage of a loyal ally; prudent hesitation, speeious cowardice: moderation
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wes held to be =2 eloak‘for unmanliness; 2bility to seec all sides of = guecti
inaptness to sct on gny. Frantie ﬁiolenc@ beeccme the attribute of monliness;
ceutious plotting, 2 justifiablé me=ns of /d¢f#4¢é/ self-defence. The edvoeat
of gzt:eme measures was alweys irustw xthyﬁ his opponent a man to be susptct
Tb succéed in a plot wes to have & shrewd hezd, to ﬁivihe a plot still shew-
der; but to try to provide egsinst having to do either was to bresk up
~ your pérty £md to be efraid of your adverscries., In fine, to forestall an
: injendingcriminal, or to suggest the ides of a criﬁe_where it wes waonting,
wes ecuslly commended, until even blood became a wesker tie than party,

for the superior reediness of those united by the latter to dare everything
without reserve; for suech associations had not in view the blessings deri-
vable froﬁ estaoblished ianstitutions but were formed by smbition for their
overthrow; snd the eonfidenee of their Members in each otner rested less on
any rellgioas sanction then on complicity in erime.™

What shocked the Tpetsky intellectusls was the rudeness with which

they, who had last_ccntect with the essential Russisz, were brought baek
into contact gétgt- They had looked to the Jést now the West could not
save them, The West had consider=d Comuunism &s a matter of the machine ==
the Russian thought of it as a matter of the soul. Western Communism had
been = pl&ything for those whose means 21llowed them to stay out of the
faetories and the fields -~ the eristocracy and the iantellectu:zls. Commu-
nism gained 1little following in ‘merics bectuse ‘merice had ﬁn eristo=-
cracy £nd few intellectuals. In 1870, Geérge Francis Train, the prototype
of Jules Verne's hero in "Around the World in Bighty Days" was iuprisbned
in Frence for ﬁaking part in the Marseilles Commu ist upriSing. He wss an
eccentric PAE¥dd/millionsire of New Eﬁgland stock. D.H.Lewrence married
Friede von Réehthofen of the Prussian aristoerscy. Her sister married Prof-
essor Jaffe, minister of f 'nence during the shbrt—lived Comuunist regimgn

in Germany.






