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This book describes in detail the desperate attempt of the
German Army to prevent Stalin’s plan for a World Revo-
lution by conquering Europe in a'war of extermination.

“The publication of Viktor Suvorov’s The Icebreaker—first in
German in 1989, in British and American versions, and then in
Polish and Russian translations, all within a few years of
the original—launched a vigorous debate, especially in Moscow,
of Stalin’s war plans. Other authors have recently broadened
the subject matter to join Stalin’s Bolshevik expectations for a
second grand ‘imperialist’ war to his wartime diplomacy and to
the coming of the Cold War.

Joachim Hoffmann’s latest book contributes to this debate. He
explores Stalin’s conduct of the ‘war of annihilation’ against the

Germans and powerfully records its propaganda.”
Prof. Richard C. Raack, Slavic Review, Summer 1996

“Stalin conceived and accomplished his war against the German
Reich as an extermination war of conquest. To this end, Hoff-
mann furnishes overwhelming data from German and Soviet
archives.” Berliner Morgenpost, Oct. 10, 1995

“Hoffinann’s postulate should be decisive that the extent of Sta-
lin’s war of conquest and extermination as well as of the strategi-
cal justification of the German preventive war ought to be finally
taken notice of.”  Osterreichische Militirische Zeitschrift, no. 1/1996

“Hoffinann’s newest book relates to the now existing fruits of
the scholarly controversy of which he is significantly victorious.

The material presented in his book is sufficiently convincing.”
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Oct. 10, 1995
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Dr. Joachim Hoffmann is clearly the most quali-
fied specialist in Soviet military history in Ger-
many. For over thirty years he has pored over
Russian language documents about the Second
World War. Stalins War of Extermination can
be seen as the most important result of Dr, Hoff-
mann’s long-lasting research. Because he fol-
lowed certain official guidelines, the Freiburg
Court Vice-President Johann Birk confirmed that
this book does not violate any German law. This
procedure was necessary in order to protect the
author from criminal prosecution in Germany,
where historians dissenting with official German
myths are frequently subject to prosecution and
sometimes even imprisonment.

The dust cover of this book attempts to capture
artistically what Dr. Hoffmann describes and
substantiates in this book: Since the 1920s, Stalin
planned to invade Western Europe in order to
initiate the “World Revolution.” The outbreak
of the War between Germany and the Western
Allies in 1939 gave Stalin the opportunity to
prepare an attack against Europe which was
unparalleled in history both in terms of Stalin’s
far-reaching goals as well as in terms of the
amount of troops and armaments amassed at
the Soviet border. Of course, Stalin’s aggres-
sive intentions did not escape Germany’s notice
who in turn planned a preventive strike against
the Red Army. However, the Germans obvi-
ously underestimated both the strength of the
Red Army and the determination of its leaders.
What unfolded in June 1941 was undoubtedly
the most cruel war in history.

Dr. Hoffmann’s book shows in detail how. Stalin
and his Bolshevik henchman used unimaginable
violence and atrocities to break any resistance
in the Red Army and to force their unwilling
soldiers to fight against the Germans who were
anticipated as liberators from Stalinist oppres-
sion by most Russians. Stalin ordered not only to
kill all German POW, but also to kill Soviet sol-
diers who fell into German hands alive, because
they failed to fight to their death. Dr. Hoffmann
also explains how Soviet propagandists incited
their soldiers to unlimited hatred against everything
German, and he gives the reader a short but extremely

unpleasant glimpse into what happened when
these Soviet soldiers, dehumanized by Soviet
propaganda and brutality, finally reached German
soil in 1945: A gigantic wave of looting, arson,
rape, torture, and mass murder befell East Ger-
many. After reading this book, the world should
thank the German Army that they prevented
Stalin from succeeding with his plans of World
Revolution, despite all the wrongdoings the Ger-
mans committed themselves.

Joachim Hoffmann, Dr. phil,, bom 1930 in
Kénigsberg, East Prussia; studied modern his-
tory, eastern european history and comparative
ethnology at the University of Hamburg and
Berlin’s Free University. He received his PhD
in history in 1959. Between 1960 and 1995, he
was historian at the Militdrgeschichtliche For-
schungsamt der Bundeswehr (Research Depart-
ment for Military History of the German Army).
His field of expertise was “Armed Forces of
the Soviet Union”; Dr. Hoffmann has authored
numerous articles and books about political,
diplomatic and military history of the 19th cen-
tury and about the history of the German-Soviet
war. In 1991 he was granted the “Dr. Walter-
Eckhardt” Award, and in 1992 the “General
Andrej Andrejewitsch Wlassow” Cultural Prize.
Retired, he lives near Freiburg, Germany.



THE TRUTH ABOUT KATYN

Report of Special Commission

for Ascertaining and Investigating the Circumstances of the Shooting of Polish
Officer Prisoners by the German-Fascist Invaders in the Katyn Forest

HE Specisl Commission for Ascertaining and
TInvestigating the Circurnstances of the Shooting
of Polish Officer Prisoners by the German - Fascist
Invaders in tho Katyn Forest (near Smolensk) was

the Tromt, Major of Medical Service,
Voropayev,

The Special Commission had at its disposal exten-
sive material presented by the member of the
Extraordinary « State issi Acndemini

Professor

set up on the d of the dinary State
Commission for Ascerlaining and Im gating | Burdenk
Crimes C itted the G Fascist Invad
and Their Associates.

The C i583 i of: M of . the
Bxtraordt State G . demi

his collaborators, and the medico-legul
experts who arrived in Smolensk on Septembor 286,
1943, immediately upon its liberation, and carried
out preliminary study and investigation of the

Extraordinary l

of all the crimes perpetrated by the

of the C

G

of the Extraordinary State Commission A:éademiciun
Alexei Tolstoy; ber of the Ext d ry State
C jesion the Metropolitan Nikolai; Presid of
the All-Slav Committee, Lt.-Gen. Gundorov; the
Chai = .

of the ve C ittee of the Union
of the Bed Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
Kolesnikov; People’s C i Education of the

Russian S.F.S5.R. Academician Potemkin; the Chief
of the Centrsl Medical Administration of the Red
Army, Col.-Gen. Smirnov; the Chnirma:x. ?i‘the
Sraolensk Rewional Executive O : s

g ve .
To uccomplish the task assigned to it the
Commission invited the Iollowing medico - legal
experts to teke part in its work: Chief Medico-Legal
Expert of the People’s Commissariat of Health
Protection of the U.S.S.R., Direclor of Scientific
Research in the Institute of Iloremsic Medicine

The Special Comuuission verified and ascertained
on the spot that 16 kilometres from Smolensk, along
the Vitebsk highway, in the seclion of the Ketyn
Forest named **Kozy Gory,” 200 metres to the S.W.
of the highway in the direction of the Dnieper, there
are graves in which Polish war prisoners shot by the
German occupationists were buvied.

On the order of the Special Commission, and in the
presence of all its members and of the medico-legal
experts, the graves were excavated. A large number
of bodies clugrin Polish military uniform were found
in the graves. The total number of bodics, as caleu-
lated by the medico-legal experts, is 11,000. The
medico-legal experts made detsiled examinations of
the exhumed bodies and of documents and material
evidence discovered on the bodies and in the graves.

Prozorovsky; the Head of the Faculty of Forensic Simultancously with the excavation of the graves
Medicine at the Second M Medical Insti , | and ination of the bodies, the Special Commission
Doctor of Medicine Smolyaninov; Senior Staff n it among local residents,
Scientists of the Stale Scientific R h Insti whose festi tablisheg with p the time
of Forensic Medicine under the People’s C. i and i of the crimes committed by the
sariat of Health of the U.5.S.R. Semenovsky and | German occupationists.

assistant Professor Shvaikova; Chief Pathologist of The testimony of wit reveals the following.

THE KATYN FOREST

The Eatyn Forest hed for long been the favourite
resort of Smolensk people, where they used to rest on
holidays. The population of the neighbourhood grazed
cattle and gathered fuel in the Katyn Forest. Access
to the Katyn Fotest was mot banned or restxicted in
eny way. This situation prevailed in the Katyn
Forest up to the outbreak of war, Even in the summer
of 1941 there was & Young Pioneers’ Camp of the
Industrial Insurance Board in this forest, and it was
not liquidated until July, 1941.

An entirely different regime was instituted in the
Katyn Forest after the capture of Smolensk by the
Germans. The forest was heavily patrolled. Notices

appeared in many places warning that persons eatering
without special passes would be shot, on the spat.

The part of the Katyn Forest named *‘Kozy Gory"
wos guarded particularly strictly, as was the area on
the bank of the Dnieper, where 700 metres from the
graves of the Polish war prisopers, there was a
counlry house—the rest home of the Smolensk
Administration of the Peoples’ Commissariat of
Internal Affairs. When the Germans arrived this
country house was taken over by & German institution
nomed ‘“Hesdquarters of tho 537th Engineering
Battalion."

POLISH WAR PRISONERS IN SMOLENSK AREA

The Special Commission established that, before the
pture of Smolensk by the G , Polish wer
prisoners, officers and men, worked in the westermn
district of the Region, building and- repairing roads.
These war prisoners were quartered in thres special
csmps nemed: Camp No. 1 O.N., Camp No. 2 O.N,

and Camp No, 8 O.N. Thes'e camps were located

prisoners, as well as some members of the guard and
staffs of the camps, fell prisoner to the Germans,

The former Chief of Comp No, 1 O.N., Major of
State Becurity Vetoshnikov, inlerrogated by the
Special Commission, testified: ‘I was waiting for the
order on the removal of the camp, but communica-
tion with Smolensk was cut. Then I myeelf with
went, to Smolensk to olarify the

25-45 Lilometres west of 8 k savera] stuff members
The testimony of wit and d tary | situati Sl
evidence establish that after the outbreak of hostilities,

in view of the situation that arose, the camps could
pot be evacusted in time and all the Polish war

1

k 1 found o tense situation. I
applied $o the chicf of traffic of the Smolensk section
of the Western Railwnl.fr Ivanov,, asking him to pro.

vide the camp with rai v’vay cers for evacuation of the








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































JOACHIM HOFFMANN * STALIN'S WAR OF EXTERMINATION

. |Sm'm<Wau\cwc Weekly, 4 January l')ﬂ]
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