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XXViil Introduction.

we will suppose, is mooted among the leading spirits
of the sect as to how England can be best prepared
for this atheistic millennium—as to the safest means
to be adopted for inducing her eventually to aid in
its establishment. They know (as every one knows)
that there is a deep religious sentiment embedded in
the natural character of the people, that there is also
a conspicuoué respect for law and constituted autho-
rity ; and, finally, that the spirit of the family, nowhere
more cherished, has been of long time the salt which
has preserved it from corruption and dissolution. It
is a nation more pertinacioué in its prejudices than
consistent in its logic—more influenced by its feelings
than its intellect. Proud of its traditions, suspicious
of changes, distrustful of theories, eminently sensitive
in its honour, wedded to home and ties of family,
the secret directors of “the Craft” would see the un-
wisdom of revealing to it for the present the veiled
features of the false prophet. But there is a weak
point where the enemy perceives a possibility of en-
trance—England is distracted by the conflicting
claims of a thousand sects. Its Establishment is los-
ing day by day its claim to be the chosen religion of
the great majority ; and because of that conservatism
which is a necessity of its being, does not make full
public proof of that power which it still retains. The
communions which have separated from it are jealous
of its influence and clamorous against its privileges.
Yet all are united in claiming the unrestricted right
of private judgment, in denouncing what they term
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2 The Secret W mfm'e.

two centuries made such rapid strides, that it can
boast a brotherhood numbering seventeen millions.
It is notorious that to it belong the principal mem-
bers of the Liberal Ministries of Italy, Spain, Portugal,
France, Belgium, and other countries; to it are asso-
ciated the most formidable democratic agitators, and
the leaders of the Liberal parties in Parliaments: whilst
the Liberal Press, consciously or unconsciously, is
everywhere its instrument. This work has long been
in preparation, and has been brought by tenacious
perseverance to its present flourishing condition.
One of the initiated writes thus:— The greatest
and wisest men have bestowed on our Society a con-
stitution which gives lasting proof of their sagacity.
Shrouded in threefold night, we mcve among our
adversaries, and, unseen by them, acquaint ourselves
with their weak points, thus acquiring the mastery
over their mind and heart. We use their passions

1 If this number, which, in the summer of 1872, went the round of:

the papers, is not a rhetorical exaggeration, the affiliated societies,
intended to prepare the mind of the masses for the reception of the
doctrines of Freemasonry, must at any rate be included. With a
view of rendering these doctrines popular, there have been established
in North America alone, 100 such unions ; those most generally known
are the Oddfellows, Goodfellows, Druids, Red-men, Seven Wisé-men,
Sons of Hermann, United Sons of Liberty, Harugaris, and Knights of
Pythia. These form about 25,000 Lodges, with some 2,000,000 mem-
bers. The Jast class has been within a few years introduced into
Germany, and already has Lodges in Berlin, Stuttgart, Dresden, Zurich,
&c. In France and America there are others of various grades, and
Lodges of two different grades for ladies. (See the ¢ Laacher Stim-
men,” 1873, No. I, p. 100, seg.) Besides this, the International Unions,
Leagues of Peace, Associations of Solidaires, Libres-penseurs, &c., are
all more or less closely connected with Freemasonry.
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4 The Secret Warfare.

duties of a// the members are not confined to con-
tributing money and attending at banquets. Further,
it is not a valid objection to say that since ruling
princes and members of their family have joined
the Masonic Lodges, the regard which is due to them !
imparts a treasonable character to every word con- |
demnatory of the Secret Society." The very birds on

the housetops know that rulers and princes, even

if they are outwardly invested with the highest digni- |
ties in the various Lodges, are never Working Masons

or Architects, but Master Builders, and therefore stand

in exactly the same relation to their Lodge in which a :
rich proprietor, who desires to have a splendid man- |
sion erected for him, stands to the contractor of the
works, whose aim it is to become even a richer man
than the proprietor himself. Noble natures—to their
credit be it spoken—are always the easiest to deceive ;
no one is more difficult to take in than a thorough-

R e a p—

1 The oath administered to a Scottish Ancient or Chief Master and
Knight of St Andrew on his reception, is as follows ;:—*“I, N N .
promise and swear to Almighty God, the Architect of the universe, to ‘
my lawful Master of this high Scottish Lodge, before my Scotch
brethren here present, by a free oath of my body, that I will keep in
the most solemn manner possible all the secrets now confided to me,
and any conjectures I may form concerning them, and will not reveal
the least portion of them to any one whatsoever, cverz were ke the
Master of the whole Order, unless 1 had recognised him in a rightful
high Scotch Lodge, or unless he had been made known to me as such
by my superiors of this Lodge” (Sarsena, p. 212. ILckert’s * Die
Frage der Staatlichen Anerkennung des Freimaurer-Ordens in Oester-
reich,” 2d edit., Vienna, 1862, p. 5, &c.) It is to be hoped that this
oath will suffice to render impossible any complaint of disrespect on
our part towards distinguished patrons,
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paced rascal. Let us, therefore, not be accused of
disloyalty towards those royal personages who have
done Freemasonry the honour to enrol themselves
among its members; our remarks will apply only to
the Architects who keep out of sight, not to any who
may be their Patrons,

And in fact it is high time to raise our voice, for a
great part of the Catholic body, in spite of signs
which thicken daily, refuse to see anything in Free-
masonry but a harmless convivial meeting of Liberal
bon-vivants, or, at most, a secret association distracted
by internal dissensions. This opinion, which may
perhaps formerly have had an appearance of justice,
is no longer tenable, the gravity of the situation
becoming - every day more apparent, Dr Ketteler,
the Bishop of Mayence, in his pamphlet on “ Liberty,
Authority, and the Church” (pp. 218, &c.), says very
aptly :—“ The position claimed by Freemasonry
throughout the whole world is a peculiarly and radi-
cally exceptional one. It alone isnever, exceptin rare
instances, discussed by the Press; indeed, it refuses
to allow itself to be so discussed. Although priests
openly deliberate and pronounce upon all other points
affecting the general interests of mankind ; although
Christianity, with its system and doctrines, the State

with its laws and constitutions, are topics of free dis-

1 We are aware that the author of the article entitled ‘¢ Free-
masonry ”’ in the “‘Historico-political Journal” (v. 8, 1841), wrote very
differently in the year 1873. From that and some similar articles
(1862) the Catholics of Germany have in a great measure learnt to
under-estimate the importance of the Lodges.
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and the ceremonies in which Masonic tools are em-
ployed, are naturally an addition of later date.

As the aim of this society is to supplant Christian-
ity, to usurp its place as far as external and internal
power is concerned, secretly to bring everything in
Church and State, in the community and the family,
as well as matters of opinion and custom, into sub-
jection to itself, and to establish itself amongst man-
kind as the supreme and sovereign bond of union, as
the so-called “kingly craft,” it becomes self-evident
that such an association must be the natural enemy
of that cosmopolitan society founded by the Son of
God, the Catholic Church.

I. Above all things, this hostility makes itself felt
in the domain of faith., The treasure of revealed
truth, the deposit of the faith (vsde 1 Tim. vi. 20), has
ever been the Church’s choicest jewel, and to preserve
this intact has been the chief object of her existence.
Throughout untold difficulties and struggles innumer-
able with the delusions of perverse minds, she has
proved equal to her task, permitting whole nations to
lapse from her maternal arms rather than yield up
one iota of her trust. She holds faith to be the root
and foundation of justification, the sure guide of daily
life, and she pledges her children to defend the least

of her dogmas at the cost, if need be, of their life. A
far-reaching chain of martyrs proves that she has been

understood and obeyed. And yet if we listen to the
apologists of Freemasonry, they would have us believe
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masons of St John,” or “ Fellowship of Freemasons.”
A reform of this society took place in 1717, whereby,
while its original aims remained unchanged, it assumed
a more atheistic and democratic shape, modelling its
ritual after the modern English “ Book of Constitu-
tions.” (Vide Eckert, “ Mysteries of Heathendom,”
p. 329.) The following paragraph, taken from the Co-
logne document, stands under the heading 4 -—* The
confraternity of IFreemasons united in the Holy Rule
of St John derives its origin neither from the Tem-
plars, nor from any other Order of Knights, whether
temporal or spiritual, but is older than all such Orders,
having existed in Palestine and Greece, as well as in
both divisions of the Roman Empire, before the time
of the Crusades. Our brotherhood was already in
existence at the time when, on account of the strife of
sects respecting Christian ethics (!), a small number of
initiated persons, who were acquainted with the true
doctrines of morality, and with the correct interpreta-
tion of esoteric teaching, severed themselves from the:
mass. For at that time those learned and enlight-
ened men, true Christians who had kept themselves
perfectly free from every infection of heathen error,
believed that a religion which was tainted with heresy
could only be a source of discord, and never of union.
On this account they took a solemn oath, binding
themselves to preserve henceforth more pure and
undefiled the fundamental truths of this religion,
which, conducive as they are to virtue, are indigenous
to the human mind, and to devote themselves entirely
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a deadly enmity to the Catholic faith? Canit be said
that the English edition of the Rules issued in 1717
is couched in more moderate terms? DBy no means.
It is precisely in regard to this essential element of
Masonry that its Conservatism is specially mani-
fested ; behind this smooth - sounding phraseology
lurks the old hatred of the faith. The following are
indicated as the chief duties and fundamental prin-
ciples of the Freemason (Anderson’s “ Book of Con-
stitutions,” Frankfort, 1743, p. 298, &c.) :—“ As a true
Noachite, the Mason is obliged to conform to the
Moral Law ; and if he rightly understands his craft, he
will neither be an atheist, nor openly irreligious and
dissolute. It is now considered expedient, in contrast
to the usages of former days” (charming fiction!)
“to pledge the Masons to hold such religious beliefs
only as all men share in common—that is, to return
to the earliest form of Catholic (!) Christianity, calling
on them to be good and true, honourable and upright
men, and to observe all such reasonable commands of
morality as meet with universal acceptation. Mean-
while each individual member is left free to adhere to
his own particular form of religious opinion ; all contro-
versies and disputes about religion and politics are pro-
hibited, and the Masons are desired to live as peaceable
citizens, in obedience to the civil authorities. Never-
theless, a Brother who may have taken part in an
insurrection against the State, without being guilty of
any other offence, is not on this account cut off from
connection with his Lodge. One essential law for all



R e

14 Zhe Secret Warfare

the members is that of brotherly love, mutual help
and fidelity ; each is bound to look upon the others
in the light of equals and brothers, and upon the whole
society as a fellowship of humanity, philanthropy,
tolerance, and friendly intercourse.”

It must immediately strike the thoughtful reader
that the Mason, considered in his character of
Noachite, not as the adherent of any positive religion,
is bound to observe such laws of reason and morality
only as are universally recognised as binding, and
to be honourable and upright in his dealings. In
regard to everything else, he may, from prudential
motives, join in the outward observances of the
religious body of which he is a professed member, or
of whatever party expediency may point out to be the
best; for instance, in England he will be an Anglican,
in Prussia a Protestant, at Rome a Catholic, in
Turkey a Mohammedan ; for, to speak more plainly,
all positive religion is an empty form. If, however,
the Mason is a man of uprightness and honour, he
must, for consistency’s sake, strive with all his might
to set his fellow-men free from religious errors,—that
is to say, from the mistake of having any religion at
all. Hence, according to the very just remarks of
Jarcke (“Miscellaneous Writings,” vol. 2, “ Essay on
the Creed of the Illuminati”) :—“When Freemasonry
was founded for the second time, it at once assumed
a position of definite hostility to all that is positive in
the dogmas and forms of Christianity, for the task it
then proposed to itself was by no means limited to
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uniting all its members, belonging to different Chris-
tian bodies, in the bond of civil and social unity, and
bringing to bear on their external life the humanising
influences of friendly intercourse. On the contrary,
from the very first it set its face boldly in the direc-
tion of Indifferentism and Deism,” keeping in its
own hands the power of regulating all that is
positive in the belief of its Christian members, whilst
allowing them outwardly to conform to any religious
creed or opinion; since the only religion to which
they were virtually pledged was a nominal one,
reduced to a hollow form, drained of vital faith, and
consisting merely of those universal laws of reason
and morality on which all men are 'agreed.” It is
self-evident that the immediate result of views like
these must be war to the knife against the Catholic
Church and her sacred creed. Were she but once
overthrown, the fragments severed frgm her in bygone
times, the so-called sects, must inevitably share her
fate, and then the dogmas of the ‘“honourable man,”
the “wuniversal religion of mankind,” could drive its
triumphal car over her ruins all round the world.
Formerly it was sought to undermine faith by cold
indifference, by assuming the disguise of an angel of
light, and professing a certain general Christianity,
All this, however, is no longer needed ; in the present
day hypocrisy is a superfluous trouble, for the Specu-
lative or Blue Lodge equals the Red in its bold

1 But even this was not its real object. We shall show later on that,
in its ultimate aim, it goes very far beyond Deism.
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of Heaven, how inconceivably wide that cloak of
morality must be, beneath whose folds the Chinese
adorer of Confucius and the Buddhist Malay, the
heathen Indian and the Turk, the fire-worshipping
Parsee and the Rationalist of the first water, the
Catholic and the Calvinist, can dwell together and
join hands in brotherly love! 1t is our firm per-
suasion that the League does not understand a single
one of the Ten Commandments in the same sense as
the Catholic Church, and that the fair dealing even
of “the honourable man” would suffer shipwreck, as
soon as Church property—and other property toc—
had to be dealt with. Even the panegyrist of Free-
masonry in the German Quarterly Magazine referred
to above, cannot entirely succeed in hiding its moral
nakedness when he writes in its exculpation:—
“ Whilst it leaves dogmas untouched, and teaches
that every external respect and honour be paid to
the different forms of belief, the brotherhood derives
its spirit from the highest teaching of all, as pro-
claimed by its illustrious founder—a teaching which
is, alas! too openly misunderstood—and which it en-
deavours to reduce to practice, and make fruitful in
daily life. Freemasonry may be termed the religion
of the full-grown man.” But of what nature can be
this morality of the full-crown-—z.e, the completely
independent—man, which, to use a common expres-
sion, puts both God and Beelzebub out of the ques-
tion? Much the same as that of the late Grand
Master Mazzini, who would give the dagger into the
hand of the' 'man he was ‘about to send out on an
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Church, with all her dogmas and precepts, has been
barren of results ;I and that their League has been the
first to do something for the amelioration of mankind.
But they deceive themselves, and, as we think, with
their eyes open. The Catholic Church was, and still
1s, abundantly productive of the highest moral per-
fection ; not, however, in the case of those who allow
their passions to legislate for them. We must not
anticipate, otherwise we might here point out the
moral abyss into which Freemasonry would precipi-
tate the human race. This subject is reserved for our
eighth chapter.

III. From what has been said, the tremendous
hatred of Freemasonry to the Church follows as a
natural consequence. Its owes its origin, to all ap-
pearances, to rabbinic animosity against the Son of
God, put to death on the first Good Friday. The
Cologne document of 1535 boasts the signatures of
Philip Melancthon, of the unhappy Hermann von

1 Menzel, in his ‘“ Neuere Geschichte der Deutschen,” v. 10, p. 312,
Breslau, writes in a similar strain :—*¢ It was the endeavour of Free-
masons to recast in the mould of their Brotherhood those bonds of
common interest in spiritual matters which had been slackened under
ecclesiastical government, if not completely severed by schism, and
converted into causes of discord. They hoped by means of mysterious
rites to divert that love of dogmas and symbols which is easily excited
in the human breast, away from the conflicting current of ecclesiastical
opinions into the safe channel of a morality founded on reason. In
fact, they aimed at supplanting the inefficient doctrines and rites of the
Church by sound moral principles and social intercourse.”  This
passage acknowledges the unconcealed warfare of the Lodge against
Christian dogma, especially as presented in its most positive form by
the Catholic Church.
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Wied, then Elector of Cologne, and of Coligny, the
leader of the French Huguenots. Those by whom
Christians were most cruelly persecuted during the
first French Revolution were all Freemasons; and
every subsequent act of violence directed against the
Catholic Church has either been instigated by Free-
masons, or has at least met with their approval and
moral support. At all events, as long as their endea-
vour was, in strictly Catholic countries like Austria
and Bavaria, where Catholicism was upheld by law
and was the religion of the State, to destroy the power
of the hierarchy, slowly undermining it through the
tenacious perseverance of centuries, they spoke in a
high strain of the respect to be shown by every true
Freemason to dogma and forms of belief; tolerance
was lauded as the fairest jewel in the crown of princely
or civilian virtue ;I and under cover of such words
they sought gradually to blunt the edge of Catholic
fervour, and prepare the way for the introduction of
error. And if from time to time an open attack was

1 At first the Austrian Freemasons—to whose membership Francis
of Lorraine belonged, although he kept this secret from his noble con-
sort, Maria Teresa—represented themselves merely as zealous promoters
of enlightenment, and opponents of the abuses in the human element
in the Church, and as desirous of assisting the State to regain the rightful
position towards the Church which it formerly occupied. They began
by interfering with old customs and by dictating in matters of ritual
observance, intending to proceed to raise a storm against the discipline
of the Church, to overthrow the former marriage-laws, and abolish the
celibacy of the clergy ; the final aim being to destroy the foundations
of the Christian State. Thus Brunner, “ Mysterien der Aufklirung in
Oesterreich,” Mayence, 1869, p. 15I.
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24 The Secvet Warfare

his hands, he calls in the assistance of his plebeian
step-brother from the affiliated Societies ; for occasions
constantly occur in public life when the bepraised
lower orders prove useful in doing dirty work, as, for
instance, forcing a majority in the Chambers in order
to turn out the Catholic Ministry in Belgium. 1If a
Government, such as the Austrian was up to 1866,
refuse to enact anything injurious to Christianity, it
is subjected to a series of annoying attacks from the
press, and other more influential agencies, until in
very desperation it consents to deliver over the Bride
of Jesus Christ to the unchivalrous Knights of the
Becret Society:

This hatred descends to the simple details of every-
day life, not scorning even to pry into a railway coupé,
the unfortunate priesthood having to bear the brunt of
its most furious persecutions, as shown by the infa-
mous lies of the “ Chronique Scandaleuse,” and by
the thousand difficulties daily experienced in the
performance of all religious functions. To preach
the truths of the faith is deemed folly, since religion
is defined to be the practice of morality ; to insist on
a Christian life is deemed intolerance ; and the refusal
to yield up rights common to all is branded as love
of power. Only the tepid, unorthodox, and worldly
priest is considered a true representative of his class,
and deserving of preferment. And with all their
hellish hatred of the Catholic Church, the “ Brothers”
have yet the effrontery to complain that they are
“hunted down on all sides like wild beasts by royal
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by the Freemasons of that country in the time of the
unhappy and misguided Joseph II., and was unfortu-
nately only too successfully carried out. In order
more thoroughly to uproot the Catholic Church, it was
necessary to put a stop to the influence exercised by
convents over the education of the rising generation
upon Christian life in the world. For this end a
host of infamous writers employed lies, calumnies,
and contempt, representing places consecrated to the
life of perfection to be abodes of darkness and super-
stition, thus to make their spoliation and destruction
more sure. Amongst these writers, the founder of
the Vienna I.odge of “ True Unity,” named Born, a
member of the Imperial Council, and personal friend
of the Emperor, distinguished himself by his cynical
hatred and unscrupulous mendacity.” With him, and

! In his infamous ‘Monachologia,” for instance, he thus expresses
himself : ¢¢ The race of monks may be divided into three families, viz.,
those who eat flesh, those who eat fish and flesh, and those who eat
fish alone. A monk may be described as a creature resembling man,
who wears a cowl, howls at night, and is always thirsty. Man is
possessed of speech, reason, and will ; the monk is dumb at times, and
is devoid of judgment or will. Man gains his bread in the sweat of his

brow ; the monk fattens in idleness. Man dwells among his fellow-

men ; the monk loves solitude and shuns the light. Hence we see

that the monk is a species of mammal differing from man, a kind of

cross-breed between men and monkeys, most like the latter, since

speech and food scarcely suffice to distinguish him from them. HHow "

much he resembles the ape, that most hideous creation in the animal
kingdom ! The use of the monk is this,—to fill space and to eat.”
This lampoon, written in Latin, and afterwards translated into German,
was distributed in thousands by the ‘ Brethren,” and, as a matter of
course, reckoned among “the most famous products of the human
mind.” Cardinal Migazzi, Archbishop of Vienna, presented to the

e
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Secret Societies, since the shepherds must first be
slain before the sheep of the flock can be scattered far
and wide. Let us confine our attention to the past, as
to-day is but a development of yesterday. In 1781,
when Joseph II. sat upon the throne, the Austrian
“ Brothers” first began to pour their flood of unmiti-
gated contempt upon the best bishops of the realm.
While they mutually extolled one another as “ men of
honour,” they made furious sallies against all “ oppon-
ents of the light, against priestly rogues and deceivers,”
demanding that the Emperor should put down these
“oood-for-nothing clerical Mandarins, and unearth the
political moles who were burrowing under the State
with their crooked ways and cross-grained faces.”*
Hence we see that the hostile sentiments with which
the clergy were credited were punishable even then,
and that priests were considered to be dangerous to
the State (staaisgefalirlich) a hundred years ago.
There is nothing new under the sun; nothing is
learnt or forgotten by Masons. Had not the “ Ger-
man Library ” established by Nicolai in Berlin the

! The pages of the “ Katholische Phantasien-und Predigeralmanach,”
published by the members of the Union, were filled year by year from
beginning to end with the most scurrilous attacks upon religion and the
bishops. A Life of the Blessed Virgin is reviled in this almanac in pas-
sages such as the following: “ In chap. 14, Christian blockheads are made
acquainted with the perfections or virtues which adorned Mary during her
life in the temple.” Of Bishop Felix of Ypres is said, *He has a special
attraction to the devotion of the material heart of Jesus, a devotion
which even fools see to be folly. . . . . In its honour he established a
particular Confraternity, confirmed by that hawker of indulgences,
Pius VI., among the Benedictines of Ypres.” And the bishops who
paid their homage to the venerable Pope Pius VI., on his arrival in
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the last few years, The tremendous outcry in-
variably accompanying their miserable attempts,
calculated, if possible, to deceive the very elect, must
be traced to the same dark agencies. Let us hear the
testimony of two witnesses. .t

Jochmus-Miiller, President of the German-Cathohc
Community in Berlin, writes thus in his “ Kirchen-
reform ” (vol. iii. p. 230) : ‘“Every one is aware that
Freemasonry has exerted a favourable influence on
the development of German Catholicism, which has
contributed so many valiant recruits to its ranks, and
that no attempt is made by either side at concealing
the perfect concord existing between them on
religious matters. Together with this admission, we
must express our firm conviction that these common
principles form the religion of the future, which, in
spite of excommunication and compulsion, of skill and
cunning, will soon be believed explicitly, as they
already are implicitly, by the majority of educated
people.”

Giese, a member of the Lodge of Halle, and pastor
of the German-Catholic, called later the F ree, Church
of that place, declares in the Berlin “Allgemeine
Kirchenzeitung ” (1847)—‘‘ The doctrines of the Free
Church are a sort of popularised Freemasonry.
Moreover, all Civic Unions, Trade Unions, Poly-
technic Societies, Sunday Schools, Musical Clubs,
&c., pursue the same end, and only apply the great
principle of Freemasonry, of which they are Asso-
ciates and Sister-societies, in a somewhat different
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awaited it; and Pius IX. has repeatedly done the
same.! Obedient to the warning cry uttered by their
Chief Shepherd in 1837, the Belgian bishops collec-
tively declared all Freemasons to be excommunicated.
The more the secular power acts as if it were deaf to
the sounds of these sappers and miners, the louder
must all Catholics raise their voice; and they must
no longer refuse to see more than a convivial and
bacchanalian club in a society spoken of by the
Popes as seriously endangering the salvation of souls
and the work of the Church. Did not the Freemason
whom we have already so often quoted, himself
acknowledge in the German Quarterly Magazine—
“In justice to the Roman hierarchy, it must be said
that they recognised the true aim and wide scope of
the Society, as well as its great importance, not only
more clearly, but at an earlier date, than did many
of its members themselves, and they held to their
opinions with greater tenacity.”

Thus the days have now come of which the first
Pope wrote these words:—“There were also false
prophets among the (Jewish) people, even as there
shall be among you lying teachers, who shall bring in
sects of perdition, and deny the Lord who bought
them, bringing on themselves swift destruction; and
many shall follow their luxuries, through whom the

1 In the Encyclical Quz pluribus, November 9, 1846 ; the Allocution
Quibus quantisque of April 20, 1849 ; the Encyclical Noscitis et nobiscum,
December 8, 1849 ; the Allocution Singulari quadam, December 9,

1 1854 ; the Encyclical Quanto conficiamur moerore, August 10, 1863.

Cf. Syliabus, sec. iv.
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dential measures of a similar nature in meetings of
persons holding widely different religious views, or in
associations having for their object the promotion of
the temporal welfare alone of the community ; but it
is incomprehensible in the case of Freemasons, who
openly boast that they aim at nothing short of per-
fect unanimity amongst themselves on all most im-
“portant questions. Take one example in proof of this.
The ritual for the admission of a Scotch Ancient or
Grand Master in the Chief Patriotic Lodge of Ger-
many runs as follows :—* Friendship is the sacred
bond which unites together all the Brethren of our
Craft ; for, however much scattered over the face of the
earth, they all compose one only body; because one
is their origin and one their aim, one the mystery
into which they are initiated, one the path by which
they are led, one the gauge and measure applied to
each and all of them, and one the spirit by which
they are animated ” (Eckert, “ Die Frage der Staatl.
Anerk.,” p. 12).

According to this, we can come to no other con-
clusion than that there exists a secret union, which,
while taking the field in the most decided manner
against every po_sitivé religion, and Singling out the
Christian religion as its chief foe, refuses, in the ordi-
nary intercourse of its members, to allow a word to
be heard about religion. But lest it be thought that
we are indulging in a merely malicious suspicion when
using such language, we will cite the official utter-

ances of the Society. The Freemasons' Journal of
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Vienna (2d series, No. 2, p. 143) thus reports the
speech of a Master, addressing his Brethren from
the chair of office :—‘ What is the false religion so
eagerly forced upon mankind in mosques, synagogues,
temples, and churches, except a jugglery carried on
by imaums, popes, and priests? And are we to hold
our tongues about it all, until defective education,
long habits of slavery, superstitious prejudices, un-
reasoning endurance, shall at length have deprived
men even of the power to see the real state of
affairs ?

We are now in a position to assert that Freemasonry
is the sworn enemy of Christianity in general. We
know well how heavy is this charge which we bring
against it, and we are bound in common justice to
prove all we say from the documents of the Lodges. If
we are able to make good our cause (and we have little
doubt of accomplishing this), every Christian, without
distinction of creeds, will feel it incumbent on him
to take up arms against the common foe, and Free-
masonry will no longer be able either secretly or
openly to administer its soothing narcotic, and per-
suade men that it strives only to overthrow Ultra-
montanism, Jesuitism, and the Papacy. In such a
case, all Christians must make common cause, Were
the Lodge ever to propose, even to the most zealous
Jesuit, to completely exterminate Protestantism, the
answer returned would surely be this—* The boon
you offer is an insidious and treacherous one. I will
not accept it at your hand. As far as lies in me,

L ndtBde ) o A Sle] e e W o i






46. 7 e Secret Warfare

Society in general, not merely for his own private inte-
rests, that Brother Verhaegen, whose sad end created
such a stir in Brussels, should have the reputation
amongst the people of being the ablest man in the
country, and the king’s most trusty counsellor ; on this
account he might be seen every Sunday and holiday
ostentatiously wending his way to High Mass, with a
prayer-book conspicuous under hisarm. Similar sights
may now be seen in Belgium in the very towns where
Freemasonry is known to have a large number of ad-
herents. Prudential motives have likewise actuated
the National Parent Lodge of the Three Globes in
Berlin to deny admission for many years past to any
but Christians ; though since 1868 it has seen fit to
receive unbelievers as associate brothers." As yet,
Jews must, for form’s sake, make good their reception
in Leipzig or Hamburg, if they would be fellow-
workers with the Lodge in Berlin.* On the other hand,
no opposition is offered if a newly-admitted brother
feels called upon to fulfil his religious duties, for al-
though he has not yet been initiated into the higher
degrees, he can still be of service in his own place,
if only by his opposition to that religious fervour
which Freemasonry so cordially detests. We can
safely take for granted that during all those centuries
when Governments were Christian, the work went on

1 Zaarboekje voor Nederlandsche Vrijm., 1877, p. 85, year 5868
(1868).

2 The last barrier in the way of Jews is now broken down. On
November 28, 1872, for the first time, four Jews were admitted
directly into the Grand Lodge at Berlin.
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their descendants. They dwelt together in the Land
of Sennaar, as Noachites; such being, according to
some old chronicles, the name originally borne by
Freemasons.”

What most forcibly strikes us here is the super-
cilious manner in which the whole system of Chris-
tianity and the Mosaic revelation are ignored, the
latter being put out of the question from motives of
prudence. The statement of the greatest importance,
and which gives a key to the whole mystery, is this,
that the Mason, as a true Noachite, is solemnly pledged
to keep the moral law, and to fulfil the precepts of
that religion in which all men agree, and which con-
sists precisely of the three laws of Noah. No men-
tion is made of dogmatic faith, just as if it did not
exist ; the whole religion of the Freemason consisting
in the moral law; and even this is condensed into the
three notorious articles, which neither Rationalist nor
Buddhist would feel the least hesitation in signing.
But as since the time of Noah the dogmas of faith
and the laws of morality have been revealed by God
| for our guidance, first by the mouth of Moses, and
afterwards by that of His only-begotten Son, it is an
- act of rebellion against the Supreme Lawgiver to
- hold exclusively to the earlier injunctions, and per-

tinaciously ignore the later. A soldier would be as
§ much justified in addressing his Commander-in-Chief
| by the title of Captain, because he formerly held that
rank in the army, as one is in speaking of the Noachian

precepts as the true religion, now that the light of
D
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from the creation of the world, as do the Jews?*
Why does not Freemasonry make use of a single
Christian symbol? Why have we the compasses, the
triangle, the hydrometer, instead of the cross and
other emblems of the Passion? Why have Wisdom,
Beauty, and Strength superseded the Christian triad
of Faith, Hope, and Charity ? ”

In what light, then, does a member of the Craft look
upon Christianity? He looks upon it as he looks upon
the Christian State—namely, as a chain forged by
deceit and imposed by force, which it is the business of
his life to break and demolish, In the “Latomia,”vol.ii.
p. 176, we are told that the memorial entitled “ Ban-
quet on Occasion of the 25th Jubilee of the ¢ Aurora’
Lodge in Frankfort-on-Main,” was printed for circula-
tion amongst a portion of the Fraternity., This con-
tained, besides other essays, one called “The Spirit
of Freemasonry,” by a Jewish member of the literary
world, Dr' Herz, from which we give the following
extracts:—*“To call Masonic Lodges Christian institu- -
tions is to overlook the essential mission of the Craft,
which is to fill up the chasms cleft by differences of
religious opinion and of social grades in the fabric of *
humanity. If Freemasonry ceases to keep this its

1 The Cologne document likewise, handed down from the sixteenth
century, is dated in the following expressive terms :—‘¢ According to
the system of chronology called the Christian system, in the year 1535.”
In general, Freemasons simplify chronology, as they reckon 4000 years
B.C., so that §872=1872 A.D. We shall frequently have occasion later
~n.t'lVetey to this negation of the Christian era, which speaks volumes,
and of which the records of the Craft boast more than is at all neces-
sary,
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states in his Preface that it is held in high esteem in Rome, and that he has
himself found, L'y the experience of many years, its singular excellence, its
practical piety, its abundance of Scripture, of the Fathers, and of ecclesi-
astical writers."— Zablet.

‘It is a sufficient recommendation to this book of meditations that our
Archbishop has given them his own warm approval. . . . They are full of
the language of the Scriptures, and are rich with unction of their Divine
sense.’— Weekly Register.

‘A manual of meditations for priests, to which we have seen nothing
comparable.’—Catkolic World.

‘ There is great beauty in the thoughts, the illustrations are striking, the
learning shown in patristic quotation considerable, and the special applica-
%ons. to priests are very powerful. Itis entirely a priest's boek.'—Churck

eview.

The Question of Angliwcan Ordinations dis-
cussed, By the Very Rev. Canon EsTcoUrT, M.A,, F.A.S.
‘With an Appendix of Original Documents and Photographic
Facsimiles. One vol. 8vo, 14s.

¢ A valuable contribution to the theology of the Sacrament of Order. He
treats a leading question, from a practical point of view, with great erudition,
and with abundance of illustrations from the rites of various ages and coun-
tries.’—Month.

‘ Will henceforth be an indispensable portion of every priest’s library,
inasmuch as it contains all the information that has been collected in pre-
vious works, sifted and corrected, together with a well-digested mass of
important matter which has never before been given to the public.'—Zab/le?.

¢ Marks a very important epoch in the history of that question, and
virtually disposes of it."—AMessenger.

¢ Canon Estcourt has added valuable documents that have never appeared
before, or never at full length. The result is a work of very great value.’—
Catholic Opinion.

¢ Indicates conscientious and painstaking research, and will be indispens-
able to any student who would examine the question on which it treats.'—
Bookseller.

¢ Superior, both in literary method, tone, and mode of reasoning, to the
usual controversial books on this subject.’—Clhurci Herald.

May Papers; or Thoughts on the Litanies of

Loreto. By EDWARD IGNATIUS PURBRICK, Priest of the
Society of Jesus. 3s. 64.

* There is a brightness and vivacity in them which will make them in-
teresting to all, old and young alike, and adds to their intrinsic value.”—
Dublin Review.

‘We very gladly welcome this volume as a valuable addition to the now
happily numerous manuals of devout exercises for the month.’—Mort/.

¢ Written in the pure, simple, unaffected language which becomes the
subject.’— Zadlet.

‘We cannot easily conceive a book more calculated to aid the cause of
true religion amongst young persons of every class.’—Weekly Register.

‘They are admirable, and expressed in chaste and beautiful language.
Although compiled in the first place for boys at school, they are adapted for
the spiritual reading of Catholics of every age and condition of life.’—
Catholic Opinion.
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x1v., Civil Marriage. Xv. Secularisation of Education.
xvi. Conclusion. Additional Notes.

This book has been taken from the ¢Risposte popolari
alle obiezioni piu diffuse contro la Religione; opera del P.
Secondo Franco. Torino, 1868.” It is not a translation of
that excellent Italian work, for much has been omitted,
and even the forms of expression have not been retained ;
nor yet is it an abstract, for other matter has been added
throughout. The aim of the editor has been merely to fol-
low out the intention of P. Franco, and adapt his thoughts
to the circumstances and mind of England.

Considerations jfor a Three Days Prepara-
tion for Communiorn. Taken chiefly from the French of
SAINT JURE, S.J. By CEcCILIE MARY CADDELL. 8d.

* In every respect a most excellent manual.’—Catkolic Times.

‘A simple and easy method for a devout preparation for that solemn
duty.,’—Weekly Register.

¢ A beautiful compilation carefully prepared.’— Universe.

The Spiritual Conflict and Conguest. By

Dom J. Castaniza, O.S.B. Edited, with Preface and Notes,
by Canon VAUGHAN, English Monk of the Order of St. Bene-
dict. Second edition. Reprinted from the old English
Translation of 1652. With fine Original Frontispiece re-
produced in Autotype: 8s. 6d.

The Letter-Books of Sir Amias Poulet,

Keeper of Mary Queen of Scots. Edited by JoHN MORRIS,
Priest of the Society of Jesus. Demy 8vo, 10s. 6d.

Sir Amias Poulet had charge of the Queen of Scots from
April 1585 to the time of her death, February 8, 1587.
His correspondence with Lord-Treasurer Burghley and Sir
Francis Walsingham enters into the details of her life in
captivity at Tutbury, Chartley, and Fotheringay. Many of
the letters now published are entirely unkmown, being printed
from a recently-discovered manuscript. The others have
been taken from the originals at the Public Record Office 1
and the British Museum. The letters are strung together by
a running commentary, in the course of which several of
Mr. Froude’s statements are examined, and the question of
Mary’s complicity in the plot against Elizabeth’s life is
discussed.



















QUARTERLY SERIES.

Conducted by the Hmwagers of the * Ronth.’
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VOLUMES PUBLISHED.
The Life and Letters of St. Francis Xavier.

By the Rev. II. J. COLERIDGE. Sec. edit. Two vols. 18s.

‘We cordially thank Father Coleridge for a most valuable biography. . . .
He has spared no pains to insure our having in good classical English a
translation of all the letters which are extant. ... A complete priest’s manual
might be compiled from them, entering as they do into all the details of a
missioner’s public and private life. ... We trust we have stimulated our
readers to examine them for themselves, and we are satisfied that they will
return again and again to them as to a never-exhausted source of interest
and edification.’—7 adlet.

¢ A noble addition to our literature. .. . We offer our warmest thanks to
Father Coleridge for this most valuable work. The letters, we need hardly
say, will be found of great spiritual use, especially for missionaries and
priests.’—Dublin Review.

‘One of the most fascinating books we have met with for a long time.’—
Catholic Opinion.

¢Would that we had many more lives of saints like this! Father Cole-
~idge has done great service to this branch of Catholic literature, not simply
by writing a charming book, but especially by setting others an example of
how a saint’s life should be written.’—Westminster Gazette.

*This valuable book is destined, we feel assured, to take a high place
among what we may term our English Catholic classics. . .. The great
charm lies in the letters, for in them we have, in a far more forcible manner
than any biographer could give them, the feelings, experiences, and aspira-
tions of St. Fraucis Xavier as pictured by his own pen.’—Cat/iolic Times.

¢ Father Coleridge does his own part admirably, and we shall not be sur-
prised to find his book soon take its place as the standard Life of the saintly
and illustrious Francis."—Natios.

¢ Not only an interesting but a scholarly sketch of a life remarkable alike
in itself and in its attendant circumstances. We hope the author will con-
tinue to labour in a department of literature for which he has here shown his
aptitude. To find a saint’s life which is at once moderate, historical, and
appreciative is not a common thing."—Saturday Review.

¢ Should be studied by all missionaries, and is worthy of a place in every
Christian library,’—Church Herald.
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The Life of St. Fane Frances Fremyot de

Chantal. By EMILY BowLEs. With Preface by the Rev.
H. J. CoLERIDGE, Second edition. ss. 6d.

‘We venture to promise great pleasure and profit to the reader of this
charming biography. It gives a complete and faithful portrait of one of the

most attractive saints of the generation which followed the completion of
the Council of Trent.—2A0::¢/.

‘ Sketched in a life-like manner, worthy of her well-earned reputation as
a Catholic writer."—Weekly Register.

‘We have read it on and on with the fascination of a novel, and yet it is

the life of a saint, described with a rare delicacy of touch and feeling such
as is seldom met with.— 7adlet.

‘A ve?_readable and interesting compilation. ... The author has done
her work faithfuily and conscientiously.’—A tzerneunz.

‘ Full of incident, and told in a style so graceful and felicitous that it wins
upon the reader with every page.”—Natiozn.

‘ Miss Bowles has done her work in a manner which we cannot better
commend than by expressing a desire that she may find many imitators.
She has endued her materials with life, and clothed them with a language
and a stﬁle of which we do not know what to admire most—the purity, the
grace, the refinement, or the elegance. If our readers wish to know the

valne and the beauty of this book, they can do no better than get it and
read it.’—Westminster Gazette.

‘ One of the most charming and delightfu volumes which has issued from
the press for many years. Miss Bowles has accomplished her task faithfully
and happily, with simple grace and unpretentious language, and a winning

manner which, independently of her subject, irresistibly carries us along.’—
Ulster Examiner.

Thhe History of the Sacred Passion. From

the Spanish of Father Luis DE LA PaLMa, of the Society
of Jesus. The Translation revised and edited by the Rev.
H. J. CoLERIDGE. Third edition. 7s. 64.

‘ A work long held in great and just repute in Spain. It opens a mine of
wealth to one’s soul. Though there are many works on the Passion in Eng:
lish, probably none will be found so generally useful beth for spiritual read-
ing and meditation. We desire to see it widely circulated.’—Zable?.

‘A sterling work of the utmost value, proceeding from the pen of a great
theologian, whose piety was as simple and tender as his learning and culture
were profound and exquisite. It is a rich storehouse for contemplation on
the great mystery of our Redemption, and one of those books which every
Catholic ought to read for himself.’—IVeckly Register.

‘ The most wonderful work upon the Passion that we have ever read. To
us the charm lies in this, that it is entirely theological. Itis made use of
largely by those who give the Exercises of St. Ignatius; it is, as it were,
the flesh upon the skeleton of the Exercises. Never has the Passion been
meditated upon so before. . .. If any one wishes to understand the Passion
of our Lord in its fulness, let him procure this book.’—Duélin R eview.

¢ We have not read a more thoughtful work on our Blessed Lord’s Passion.
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It is a complete storehouse of matter for meditation, and for sermons on that
divine mystery.’—Catholic Opinion.

¢ The book is—speaking comparatively of human offerings—a magnificent
offering to the Crucified, and to those who wish to make a real study of the
Cross will be a most precious guide.’—Clhurcz Review.

Lerne of Armorica: a Tale of the Time of
Chlovis. By J. C. BATEMAN. 6s. 64.

A
‘We know of few tales of the kind that can be ranked higher than the
beautiful story before us. The author has hit on the golden mean between
an over-display of antiquarianism and an indolent transfer of modern modes
of action and thought to a distant time. The descriptions are masterly, the
characters distinct, the interest unflagging. We may add that the period is
one of those which may be said to be comparatively unworked.”—AZo7:#/%.

‘A volume of very great interest and very great utility. As a story it is
sure to give much delight, while, as a story founded on historical fact, it will
benefit all by its very able reproduction of very momentous scenes. . . . The
book is excellent. Ifwe are to have a literature of fiction at all, we hope it
will include many like volumes."—Dwublin Review.

¢ Although a work of fiction, it is historically correct, and the author

portrays with great skill the manners and customs of the times of which he

rofesses to give a description. In reading this charming tale we seem to
ge taken by the hand by the writer, and made to assist at the scenes which
he describes,’—Zablet.

‘The author of this most interesting tale has hit the happy medium be-
tween a display of antiquarian knowledge and a mere reproduction in distant
ages of comnionplace modern habits of thought. The descriptions are ex-
cellent, the characters well drawn, and the subject itselfis very attractive,
besides having the advantage of not having been written threadbare.’—
Westminster Gazette.

‘ The tale is excessively interesting, the language appropriate to the time
and rank of the characters, the style flowing and easy, and the narrative
leads one on and on until it becomes a very difficult matter to lay the book
down until it is finished. . .. It is a valuable addition to Catholic fictional
literature.’—Catkolic Times.

‘ A very pretty historico-ecclesiastical novel of the times of Chlovis. It
is full of incident, and is very pleasant reading.’— Literary Churchman.

The Life of Dona Luisa de Carvajal. By

Lady GEORGIANA FULLERTON. 6s. (See p. 6.)

The Life of the Blessed Fohn Berchinans.
By the Rev. FraNcIs GOLDIE, S.]J. 6.
¢ A complete and life-like picture, and we are glad to be able to congratu-

late Father Goldie on his success.’— Zabdlet.

‘Drawn up with a vigour and freedom which show great power of bio-
graphical writing.’—Dublin Review.

¢ One of the most interesting of all."— I eekly Register. 2
¢ Unhesitatingly we say that it is the very best Life of Blessed John
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Berchmans, and as such it will take rank with religious biographies of the
‘highest merit.'—Catholic Times.

“Is¥of great literary merit, the style being marked by elegance and a
complete absence of redundancy.’—Cor% Examiner.

‘ This delightful and edifying volume is of the deepest interest. The
perusal will afford both pleasure and profit.'—Churci Herald.

Zhe Life of the Blessed Peter Favre, of the

Society of Fesus, First Companion of St. Ignatius Loyola.
From the Italian of Father GIUSEPPE BOERO, of the same

Society. With Preface by the Rev. H. J. COLERIDGE.
6s. 6.

This Life has been written on the occasion of the beati-
fication of the Ven. Peter Favre, and contains the Aemoriale

or record of his private thoughts and meditations, written
by himself.

¢ At once a book of spiritual reading, and also an interesting historical
wmarrative. The Memoriale, or Spiritual Diary, is here translated at tull
length, and is the most precious portion of one of the most valuable biogra-
phics we know.”—Zable?. )

¢ A perfect picture drawn from the life, admirably and succinctly told.
‘The Menzoriale will be found one of the most admirable epitomes of sound
devotional reading.’—Weekly Register.

‘The Memoriale is hardly excelled in interest by anything of the kind
now extant.’—Catholic Times.

¢ Full of interest, instruction, and example.’—Co»& Examiner.

¢ One of the most interesting to the general reader of the entire series up
to this time.’—Nation.
¢ This wonderful diary, the Memzoriale, has never been published before,

and we are much mistaken if it does not become a cherished possession to
thoughtful Catholics.’"—Month.

The Dialogues of St. Gregory the Greal.

An old English version. Edited, with Preface, by the Rev.
H. J. COLERIDGE, 6s. {

¢ The Catholic world must feel grateful to Father Coleridge for this ex-
cellent and compendious edition. The subjects treated of possess at this
nioment a special interest. . .. The Preface by Father Coleridge is interest-
ing and well written, and we cordially recommend the book to the perusal
of all."—Tablet.

* This is a most interesting book. ... Father Coleridge gives a very
useful preface summarising the contents.’—Weekly Register.

‘We have seldom taken up a book in which we have become at once so
deeply interested. It will suit any one ; it will teach all ; it will confirm any
who require that process ; and it will last and be read when other works are
quite forgotten.”—Catholic Tiimnes.

¢Edited and published with the utmost care and the most perfect literary
taste, this volume adds one more gem to the treasury of English Catholic
literature."—New Vork Catholic World.
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